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Of all the Jewish Holi-

days, Chanukah is perhaps 

the most curious.  Each 

one of them is to com-

memorate and celebrate a 
moment in Jewish History 

that as a nation we re-

ceived a gift or experi-

enced a miracle.  On Pe-

sach, we celebrate that G-

D took our nation from 

Egypt and redeemed us 

permanently from the 

bondage of the Egyptians.   

On Shavuos we celebrate 

the invaluable gift of the 

Torah that is the blueprint 

for creation and the guide 

for our lives.  On Succos, 

we celebrate the bounty of 

the crop and the protection 

that G-D provides us in 

each generation.  And, 

then on Chanukah, we 

celebrate the dedication of 
the temple… that has 

since been destroyed.   

Certainly, the victory of 

the Chashmonaim was 

miraculous, but what does 

that have to do with us 

how?  Now can we genu-

inely celebrate this event? 

Just a few weeks ago, we 

read the passage about 
Yaakov,  ,ויזרח לו השמשand 

the sun rose for him.  The 

Medrash and Talmud 

point out this detail and 

ask, “And did the sun rise 

only for Jacob?”  The Tal-

mud answers that it was 

the same sun that set 

prematurely for Yaakov 

during his departure from 

Israel that now rose for 

him, prematurely, upon 

his return.  The Medrash 

explains that in making 

the sun rise early, G-D 

was telling our patriarch, 

Yaakov, that his descend-

ants too, would experience 

a sunset, a time when it 

would seem dark.  But, 
like the rising of the sun 

for Yaakov, we would 

also experience a miracu-

lous rising of the sun. 

In a similar vein, we cele-

brate Chanukah, even though 

we don’t have a temple.  

Chanukah represents the 

victory of good over evil.  
We celebrate that in our his-

tory there have been those 

who have tried to extinguish 

the flame of our religion; 

they had their rise, but they 

ultimately fell.  As we cele-

brate the past, we affirm our 

confidence that G-D will 

redeem us from this exile.   

As we look forward to shar-

ing this Chanukah with each 

of you and as a community, 

let us also pray that we merit 

to celebrate the dedication of 

the third temple in Jerusalem 

together. 

 

 

Wishing each of you a happy 

Chanukah, 

Rabbi & Rebbetzin  

Zuckerman 

From Our Rav  
Rabbi Shmuel Zuckerman 
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Divrei Chanukah Rabbi Benjamin Houben 

One salient feature of our 

calendar this fall, is the 

unique coincidence of 

Chanukah and Thanks-

giving. But even though 

when we celebrate these 

holidays once a year they 

are rarely in close prox-

imity, their messages 

converge in our prayers 

on a daily basis. 

In the beginning of the 

morning service, during Psukei 

deZimra, we recite verses of 

praise excerpted from the 

Bible, with a special focus 

on the Psalms. Seven days 

a week, we open this sec-

tion with Psalm 30, enti-

tled "mizmor shir chanukat 

haBayit leDavid" -- "A 

psalm of David: The Song 

for the Dedication of the 

House [of God]".  
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MENORAH WALK 

Menorah walk- children and 

their parents are invited to join 

rebbetzin zuckerman in front of 

our home (2018 colden) at 4:20 

pm on Friday night November 

29 for a walk around the neigh-

borhood to see all menorahs lit. 

A Chanukah treat will provided 

for all the children.  

 Guess How Many Dreidels In This Supplement  

Our Youth program would like 

to thank our group leaders;  Co-

ordinator Devora Gross, Chani 

Unger, Libby Unger. We thank 

you for all you do to entertain 

our incredible youth groups. 

Please note our schedule that we 

will  have children's groups each 

day of Shabbos/Yom Tov. The 

program will take place at its 

usual time of 10:30am. 

  We Jews have always commented 

on the passing of time as it relates to a 

Chag. How often have you heard” 

They’re married, it’ll be 5 by Pe-

sach.” 0r “Next Shevuos, I’ll be 88”. 

Our Shul is no exception to this cus-

tom. We moved out of the Old Build-

ing just before Purim 5 years ago, but 

I have always felt a special relation-

ship between the  Shul and Chanukah. 

 

The last few months at the Old build-

ing were somehow spiritually dark. 

We had no Rav and no direction, both 

literally or figuratively.  Somehow, in 

the time between our settling in on 

Muliner Avenue and becoming accus-

tomed to our new surroundings and 

our first Chanukah, we sought the 

light of Holiness as well as 

the new lighting of our 

new site. 

That first Chanukah was 

awesome. Secure in our 

new home, we organized 

the first of many Chanukah 

Concerts. It was marvel-

ous, and the awesome smell of Latkes 

emanating from the Kitchen only 

accentuated the lights from the Meno-

rah and our collective souls. 

We are light once again, and brighter 

than before. Our future ,thanks to the 

efforts of Rabbis Zuckerman and 

Houben are assured, and the continual 

efforts on the part of the Officers and 

Board only add to the luster on 

the light that is our Young Isra-

el, as we recommit ourselves to 

our mission of enhancing  Yid-

dishkheit in Pelham Parkway. 

On behalf of the Officers and 

Board of Directors, I would like 

to take this opportunity to wish 

you and yours a bright and joyous 

Chanukah.  

 

Best Regards,                                                                                                                                                                          

Charles Landsberg                                                                                                                                           

President  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Senator Jeff Klein will be coming to 

Bronx House for his annual Meno-

rah Lighting in observance of the 

7th night of Chanukah on Tuesday, 

December 3rd at 4pm. Activities 

will be taking place at the Senior 

Center all day leading up to the me-

norah lighting for Senior Center 

members. Everyone from the com-

munity is invited to join us from 

4pm-5pm for the Menorah Lighting 

with Senator Klein and stay for 

light refreshments following the 

ceremony. Please feel free to stop 

ONEG SHABBOS 

Oneg Shabbos - Chanukah party at 

the home of Rabbi & Rebbetzin 

Zuckerman on Friday night Novem-

ber 29 at 8:00 pm  

HOLIDAY CONCERT 

Chanukah concert in shul on Sun-

day December 1. With Your host R' 

Ben Houben  

Questions or comments? Email 

ayipprabbi@gmail.com or 824-

9000 ext. 9 

 

by the Senior Services office locat-

ed on the first floor of Bronx House 

(990 Pelham Parkway South) from 

8:30am-4:30pm, Monday-Friday, to 

learn more about the Senior Center. 

You can also call 718-792-1800 ext. 

228 with any questions. Check us 

out on the web at 

www.bronxhouse.org!  

Youth Department 

President’s Remarks 

Chanukah Programs 
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Office of the 

Administrator 
Izak Held 
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It has been yet another productive year at the Young Israel 
Jewish Center, and the Pelham Parkway community at large. 
 
From new innovative programs, to more efficient (usually 
technological) ways to better serve our members, staff, and 
the community. At the end of the year we are always 
blessed that Chanukah is here to carry us over to the next, 
may our strives to enhance the community benefit klal yis-
roel and be a merit in the world to come. 
 
A few thanks are do, Thank you to our Gabbai Sheni Yitzchak 
Gross for his divrei torah each week in the bulletin and his 
vastly spread talents that enhance our shul. Thank you to 

President Charles who is always at hand when needed for 
overview on the many projects the staff run. And a big 
yoshor koach to our kitchen manager Boris Skolnick for his 
tireless efforts. 

From the office staff and myself I would like to wish all of our 
readers a wonderful chag and a freilichen  Chanukah. 

 

Izak Held 
Administrative Director 

718-824-9000 ext. 10 

New Name ~ New 

Dishes ~ Shop here 

for food innovation   

Delicious On 
Lydig 

  

Located at:  746 Lydig Ave-

nue Bronx, NY. 10462  

phone number: (718) 239-5455 

COME ENJOY! 
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Parkway Jewish Center 

 

Divrei Chanukah (Continued) 

Synagogue Info-Line: (718) 824-9000 
The Office, Dial 1 
Davening Times, Dial 2 
Eruv Information, Dial 3 
Adult Education, Dial 4 
Directions & Location, Dial 5 
Youth Programs, Dial 6 
Housing Initiative, Dial 7 
Mazel Tov, Dial 8 

 
Rabbi Shmuel Zuckerman 
Rav/Mora D’Asra 
Office: (718)824-0630 ext. 8 
E-mail: RavZuckerman@gmail.com 
 
Rabbi Benjamin Houben 
Office: (718)824-0630 ext. 9 
E-mail: AYippRabbi@gmail.com 
 
Charles Landsberg 
President 
Office: (718)824-0630 ext. 12 
E-mail: clandsberg@yippjc.org 
 
Teddy Held 
Chairman of the Board 
Cell: (917)842-8721 
 
Prof. Yair Shahak 
High Holidays Cantor 
linguisticharmony@gmail.com 
Office: (718)824-9000 ext. 15 
 
Izak Held 
Administrative Director 
Office: (718)824-9000 ext. 10 
Fax Line: (718)878-3900 
E-mail: izakh@yippjc.org 
 
Janice Krinitz 
Office Manager 
Office: (718)824-0631 
E-mail: janicek@yippjc.org 
 
Yitz Gross 
Associate/Gabbai Sheni 
Cell: (917)583-1358 
E-mail: yitz.gross208@gmail.com 
 
Devora Gross, Chani & Libi Unger 
Youth Coordinators 
Office: (718)824-9000 ext. 6 
E-mail: devorag@yippjc.org 

 

 

Shabbos And Yom Tov Newslet-
ter / Torah Supplement 

25 Kislev - 2 Teves  5774  
November 28 - December 5, 2013 

  This is a prayer for the chanukah, or 

dedication, of the first holy temple in 

Jerusalem, which was presided over 

by King Solomon, the heir to David's 

legacy. 

The Psalm continues to describe Da-

vid's exultation after experiencing the 

salvation of God lifting him up from 

death's door. With his enemies over-

come, David was also overcome by a 

new sense of excitement for the 

blessings of life in every moment. 

Surely the second temple Jews expe-

rienced a similar delicious shock, 

after defeating the forces outnumber-

ing them, and witnessing the eternal 

lamp continue to burn. 

Here in the Young Israel of Pelham 

Parkway Jewish Center, we are 

among many congregations who add 

this Psalm to the end of the service as 

well on Chanukah. This gives it 

twice the exposure during the holiday 

celebrating all the miracles that ac-

companied the re-dedication of the 

holy temple, in the time of the Mac-

cabees. 

But the second half of this holiday 

double- feature does not wait until 

the end of the service. Shortly fol-

lowing the introduction of Psalm 30, 

we then skip ahead to Chapter 100 

of Tehillim, called "Mizmor 

leTodah" meaning, "A Psalm of 

Thanksgiving". Here we encounter a 

universal call to approach God in 

joyous praise, for all of the bounty 

bestowed upon us at every moment 

by our ever benevolent creator. 

The Chanukah theme of historical 

salvation from a specific threat, and 

the Thanksgiving theme of cyclical 

gratitude for our seasonal blessings, 

are both represented through the 

Psalms as essential features in our 

daily meditations. As we celebrate 

these two anniversary moments to-

gether in a combined Jewish and 

American holiday, we can strive to 

maintain a more conscious and grate-

ful perspective for the rest of the 

year. The daily service may now re-

mind us to be inspired by our history-

- from the time of the ancient Jewish 

sovereignty to the era of our modern 

governments, and from moments of 

national and personal persecution to 

our modern religious freedoms in the 

United States and Israel today. 

 

Rabbi Benjamin Houben 

yippjc.org/1/feed /yippjc   @yippjc 


